
A Networked Approach to 
Community Engagement and 

Information Activism

Wikipedia Edit-a-thons: 



• As of September 21, 2020, only 18.6 % of 
biographies in the English Wikipedia are 
about women. (Denelezh, 2020)

• When it comes to female artists and 
creators, that number is even lower.



Why it matters

• "Top Sites" list of most popular websites 
worldwide published by Alexa Internet, as of April 
16, 2020, Wikipedia is 13th. (Wikipedia, 2020)

• According to survey data from 2016 American 
study – 87.5% of undergraduate students report 
using Wikipedia for academic work. (N. Selwyn, S. 
Gorard, 2016)



But what about the integrity of 
the information on Wikipedia? 



“under the right circumstances, 
groups are remarkably intelligent, and 
are often smarter than the smartest 
people in them.” (Surowiecki, 2005)



1. Diversity of Opinion
2. Independence
3. Decentralization
4. Aggregation
5. Trust

Surowiecki’s Five Conditions:



In 2005 the journal Nature, compared the 
quality of a sample of scientific articles in 
Wikipedia with a sample from 
Encyclopedia Britannica and found a 
similar number of errors in both 
encyclopedias. 162 in Wikipedia and 123 in 
Britannica. (J. Giles, 2005)



International Women’s Day Wikipedia 
Edit-a-thon

• The National Gallery of Australia partnered with Wikimedia 
Australia as part of the Know My Name initiative to 
enhance understanding and appreciation of work by 
Australian women artists.

• “Because we need leadership, and it has to be unequivocal 
leadership with guiding mechanisms for structural change. 
And that’s what’s really exciting about this exhibition, this 
campaign, this initiative. It’s not just for women artists, it’s 
for the whole of culture.” (S. Smart, 2020)



ART + FEMINISM



Facebook

NGA Website

Promotion



Know My Name edit-a-thon, National Gallery of Australia, 8 
March 2020. Photo credit: Tenniscourtisland

Know My Name edit-a-thon, State Library of NSW, 7 March 2020. 
Photo credit: Tenniscourtisland

Know My Name edit-a-thon, Tasmanian School of Art, 8 March 2020. 
Photo credit: Canley

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Tenniscourtisland
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Tenniscourtisland
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Canley


Training

• Five Pillars of Wikipedia

• Notability - A topic must be notable to have an article 
on Wikipedia.
– What does that mean? For artists:

• important figure widely cited, or
• significant new concept, theory, technique,
• significant works (well cited)

• Citations - Expected for all information in Wikipedia
• Mandatory for articles about living people









NGA Wiki Club



NGA Wiki Club

• Great way to engage volunteers during COVID-
19 shut down

• Tips from volunteers – mute your microphone 
and have snacks nearby!



NGA Wiki Club - RESULTS

• 27 editors

• 16 articles created

• 128 articles edited

• 1.4K total edits

• 57.8K words added

• 722 references added

• 102K article views



Future Initiatives

• More live edit-a-thons!

• Grow the club and form partnerships 
with other art libraries and organisations. 



Contact me at:

– Simon.Underschultz@nga.gov.au

Check out our website:

– https://nga.gov.au/research/library.cfm

Thank you!
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